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On  park-  tian(,ai!) 
siir  la  hdic  tcrrassi; 
tic  I.atlirop ! 


National  need  for  languages 

It' i.Y  lo  Paris  for  opening  night  at  the  opera  or  ski  the  Alps  during  the 
Christmas  holidays!  These  were  the  dreams  of  yesterday  which  have 
become  realities  today.  There  are  many  more  such  realities  that  are  just 
as  attractive  to  college  students,  yet  more  closely  related  to  their  campus 
activities.  For  example,  art  students  now  include  Florentine  museums  in 
their  extended  Held  trips,  and  combined  choral  groups  experience  the 
thrill  of  singing  together  in  medieval  cathedrals.  Students  of  political 
science  tackle  international  crises  at  their  own  summit  conferences  in 
Geneva.  The  enthusiasm  stirred  up  at  such  meetings  is  exciting  and 
inspiring. 

I lowever,  it  is  also  disillusioning  to  witness  the  evaporation  of  such 
inspiration  because  too  many  American  students  fail  to  understand  or 
speak  the  tongue  of  their  host  country.  Their  deficiency  is  not  only 
disappointing;  it  is  hazardous.  As  Dr.  J.  Seelye  Bixler,  president  of  Colby 
College,  recently  said,  “One  of  the  greatest  barriers  to  international 
understanding  in  our  world  at  the  present  time  is  the  inability  of  so  many 
Americans  to  speak  and  understand  the  language  of  other  nations.” 
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Jl^ECOGNiziNC  /Xmekica’s  liiiguistic  shortcoming’s, 
Ihcsiclcnt  Bixicr  went  on  to  say,  “One  of  the  chief 
causes  of  this  situation  is  the  method  we  use  in  at- 
tempting to  teach  foreign  tongues  in  our  colleges  and 
secondary  schools,  emphasizing  reading  and  writing 
rather  than  a conversational  use  of  the  spoken  tongue.” 
Many  other  educators  also  recognize  America’s  in- 
adequacy and  have  set  out  to  meet  the  challenge.  Some 
are  promoting  modern  language  laboratories,  where 
records  and  tape  recorders  are  used  to  teach  the  spoken 
tongue.  Others  have  established  international  student 
exchange  programs.  Pine  Manor  has  gone  further. 
In  19^9  the  college  established  two  French  houses  with 
the  unique  aim  of  making  French  a living  language  — 
in  a French  setting  — on  a truly  American  campus. 
The  houses,  now  in  existence  for  over  three  decades, 
have  proved  significantly  successful. 


‘‘Si  Versailles  ni’etait  conte”  leas  oiie  of  Ihc  wtiny 
Jrciuh  films  llml  hnre  been  hroifi/hl  to  the  camjnis. 
lieilinniiul  students  were  thrilled  to  bane  understood 
every  word  that  Louis  A'77’  /nonouneed.  Jdvaiued 
students  were  impressed  by  the  e\travailance  of  the 
l>alacc  hut  were  uitieal  oj  historical  anachronisms. 


1)0  we  pronounce  the  's'  in  les  liaricots?”  and 
" ll’hat  is  the  word  for  ' clrapefruit' ?"  are  some  of  the 
ifuestions  asked  at  meals  durinil  the  first  few  weeks 
of  Collette.  Idowever,  it  does  not  take  lonti  for  stu- 
dents to  become  very  Bavardes  and  at  times  tres 
spiritLielles.  Jll  of  this  means  that  dinner  is  a very 
pleasant  hour  at  the  end  of  the  day. 


Fiie  two  Maisons  Francaises  have  attracted  young 
women  from  widely  separated  parts  of  the  w'orld  for  many 
years.  Students  come  from  states  as  independent  as  Texas, 
as  traditional  as  Maine,  as  cosmopolitan  as  New  York,  and 
from  many  foreign  countries,  including  France,  Norway, 
England,  Korea,  Guatemala,  and  the  Philippines.  Girls  are 
selected  because  of  their  desire  to  attain  accuracy  and 
fluency  in  the  French  language.  Although  previous  courses 
in  conversation  are  not  required,  at  least  one  French  course 
is  a prerequisite.  Students  are  also  expected  to  continue 
their  study  of  French  at  the  college. 


Pine  Manor  meets  the  challenge 


Les  Maisons  Francaises 
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It*  ROM  HIE  VERY  MOMENl 

when  new  arrivals  unpack 
iheir  hags,  they  find  them- 
selves in  a r-rench  environ- 
ment. Encouraged  to  speak 
E'rench  at  all  times,  they  dis- 
cover the  vitality  of  their 
adopted  tongue  as  they  seek 
the  words  for  “curtains,” 
“lamp,”  “roommate,”  “over- 
night,” “date.”  . . . Their 
search  for  words  to  describe 
concrete  objects  and  to  ex- 
press abstract  ideas,  most  per- 
plexing at  first,  is  made  easy 
with  the  assistance  of  the  na- 
tive French  tiiieclrices  in  each 
house. 


let  on  ne  park  que  le  francais 


I )i  cains  in  Ibis  room  in  £e  iiUnnoir  nre  ccilninly  npt 
lo  he  in  Trench. 


Phonetics  and  histrionics 


£e  Jiuje  medilnles  while  le  liert/er  and 
Vathelin  try  iheir  wile.^  in  one  oj  the 
final  scenes  from  I. a F\arce  de  Maitre 
I’atfielin. 


H EAi.'iiiY  c'.ROW'iNc;  PAINS  may  be  ex- 
perienced in  the  French  houses,  as  any- 
where. There  are  moments  of  impatience 
in  the  first  few  days,  but  soon  the  varied 
house  activities  stimulate  enthusiasm  and 
excitement.  Group  singing  of  French 
songs,  the  Christmas  pageant,  and  the 
annual  play  offer  unusual  opportunities 
for  improvement  in  pronunciation. 
Jeanne  d’Arc,  the  Malade  Imaginairc, 
and  Maitre  Pathelin  become  very  much 
alive  as  students  combine  phonetics  and 

histrionics 


Guest  writers,  scholars,  diplomats 


A moil  avis,  Jiaiicois  Alaiiriac  csi  Ic  rrai 
hcrilicr  ile  I'aiialyse  f>syt.holofliiftii.’  de  Kaciiie," 
said  Al.  Raoul  Pclmoiit,  Coitscillfr  Ciilturcl  Ad- 
joint, diiriiul  a cnuserie  at  the  '.Trench  Club.  Jle 
later  wrote,  "]'ai  heaiicoul>  aime  cette  jiremiere 
reunion  dans  un  beau  decor  et  tin  milieu  fort 
syinjiatlhijiie.  ]e  n'ai  j>as  exaclere  lorstjue  j'ai  dit 
ma  surprise  d'entendre  parler  si  hien  le  fransais 
chez  roiis." 


Facii.i  rv  IN  A i.ANGLiAGH  pcHiiits  thc  lively  inter- 
change of  ideas,  and  in  Lathrop  and  Le  Manoir 
the  “hull  sessions”  and  debates  are  in  French, 
Students  are  ready  to  take  on  all  comers  — 
cauumides  de  clumilue,  faculty,  and  even  no- 
tables are  among  the  many  French  guests  who 
come  and  go.  In  recent  years  residents  of  les 
Maisons  Francaises  have  entertained  and  chatted 
with  such  visitors  as  writer  Jacques  de  Lacretelle; 
poet  Claude  Vigee,-  Professor  Henri  Peyre  from 
Yale  and  Professor  Vincent  Guilloton  from 
Smith;  and  thc  Consul  General  of  France  in 
Boston,  Monsieur  le  Baron  Charles  de  Pampe- 
lonne. 

Young  minds  are  inspired  by  great  minds,  but 
they  are  equally  eager  to  know  w'hat  other  young 
people  are  thinking.  French  students  who  are 
studying  at  Flarvard  and  M.l.T.  enjoy  informal 
get-togethers  at  the  French  houses  and  the  op- 
portunity to  share  opinions  and  customs  — all 
in  a setting  of  French  songs  and  crepes  suzette. 


'.The  University  of  Paris  seems  so  much  close/ 
ivhen  yotiml  exchaiule  students  from  I'Tcole 
des  Scienees  PolitiLpies,  la  'Paculte  de  Droit, 
and  I'Pcole  Polytechniilue  drop  in  for  an  in- 
formal clel-toclether  ivhieh  sometimes  becomes 
line  soiree  and  at  other  times  line  discussion 


seneiise. 


French  in  the  classroom 


]F  KENCii  BECOMES  vcEv  Huich  alivc  in  Ics  Maisons 
Francaises,  hut  it  is  primarily  in  the  classroom  that 
students  lay  the  foundations  of  a living  language. 
The  French  Department  offers  language  courses  for 
beginners  and  more  advanced  courses  for  intermedi- 
ate students  as  well  as  for  those  with  an  excellent 
language  background  acquired  abroad. 

Qualitied  students  may  select  courses  according 
to  their  fields  of  interest.  The  course  in  French 
civilization  supplies  background  knowledge  of 
French  history,  geography,  art,  and  institutions. 
The  two  literature  courses  unfold  the  evolution  of 
French  thought  through  the  study  of  literary  master- 
pieces from  the  Middle  Ages  to  the  present.  Re- 
gardless of  the  course  a student  selects,  instructors 
emphasize  correct  expression  in  both  the  written 
and  the  spoken  language.  All  classes  arc  conducted 
in  French,  and  students  are  encouraged  to  partic- 
ipate in  the  rlaily  discussions. 


; ' /W  i 

The  Trench  Club  trelcoines  all 
sliidenls  at  Us  o/>eninil  lea  at 
Lathrej)  'House. 


four-year  colleges  and  Reid  Hall 


"L  f.au  vivc,"  "Lcs  ‘.Tcuillc.'> 
inorics,  " "La  Seine"  are  fa- 
vorites when  the  ijroup  liiulers 
around  the  piano  after  dinner. 


Jl  1 113  Frenc:ii  courses  arc  an  important  part  of  the  liberal 
arts  program  at  I’ine  Manor.  They  are  taught  at  a level  that 
permits  full  transfer  of  credit  to  the  junior  year  in  the  best 
four-year  colleges  and  universities.  Pine  Manor  also  pre- 
pares students  for  the  Reid  I lall  “third  year  in  I\iris”  pro 
gram,  which  offers  a challenging  experience  to  a select 
group  of  junior  college  graduates  each  year.  Their  home 
in  the  heart  of  Paris  is  a charming  seventeenth  century 
house,  located  not  far  from  the  Sorbonne,  I’Ecole  du 
Louvre,  and  I’Ecole  dcs  Sciences  Politiques.  Their  program 
includes  stimulating  courses  offered  by  professors  from 
these  institutions. 


French  is  a living  language 

Ti  iiRi)  YEAR  ARROAi),  transfer  to  a senior  college, 
work,  travel,  marriage  — many  challenges  await 
the  alumnae  of  Pine  Manor’s  Maisons  Francaises. 
Regardless  of  how  far  they  may  travel,  however, 
or  how  unrelated  to  campus  living  their  chosen 
surroundings  may  be,  the  varied  experiences  en- 
joyed at  les  Maisons  Francaises  influence  their 
thinking.  Alumnae  who  return  to  the  French 
houses  every  year  recognize  to  what  extent  living 
there  has  improved  their  understanding  of  other 
nations  and  peoples.  And  through  these  grad- 
uates’ mature  appreciation  of  the  world  today. 
Pine  Manor  measures  the  success  of  the  French 
house  plan.  No  longer  an  experiment,  these 
houses  now  represent  the  essential  and  enduring 
quality  of  Pine  Manor  tradition,  and  they  are 
Pine  Manor’s  unique  contribution  to  one  of  the 
most  important  challenges  of  our  time.* 


Illhouilh  Pine  yVanor  stres.ses  the  iinpoilaiue 
of  direet  iontarl  ivith  the  instructor,  reeouls 
and  tape  recorders  are  avaifahle  for  frecpient 
drill  and  individual  practice. 


*r^ine  Manor  also  has  a Casa  Espahola,  where  only  Spanish  is  spoken.  In  most  respects,  the  plan  at  la  Villa  de  Mora  is  similar 
to  that  of  the  two  Maisons  Francaises  and  in  its  turn  can  lead  to  a third-year  program  in  Madrid  at  the  International  Institute 
for  Girls  in  Spain. 
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